


Training Goals 
Content Objective

• Participants will examine appropriate instructional 

activities Title III, Part A-funded local educational 

agencies (LEAs) may implement in order to ensure that 

young ELs attain high levels of academic achievement in 

English.

Language Objective

• Participants will discuss, read, and write using provided 

resources related to appropriate instructional activities 

and considerations in order to ensure that young ELs 

attain high levels of academic achievement in English.



Purpose
The purpose of the Title III Early Childhood Education for 

English Learners session and Texas Gateway online course is 

to provide educators support for young students whose 

primary language is not English. Early childhood education 

for young ELs is critical for language and literacy 

development. Thus, preschool programs must purposefully 

design instruction and include home-school connections 

specifically for young ELs. This session will provide teachers 

and administrators a better understanding of how to design 

early childhood instruction to meet the needs of young ELs’ 

language development and examine the critical areas of 

academic success.



Texas Gateway



Resources and Forms

• Classroom Reading Evaluation

• Early Childhood Lesson Plan 
Template

• Ecological Design Tool

• Family Engagement Activities

• Graphic Organizers

• Home Connections

• Informal Assessment for ELs

• Low Affective Filter Checklist

• Question Stems

• Read Alouds

• Stages of Second Language 

Acquisition



Companion Tool 
The Effective Early Childhood 
Instruction for the Young EL 
companion tool associated with the 

face-to-face session and online 

course will provide LEAs with 

support in ensuring that reflections 

on guiding questions have been 

considered when planning for 

effective reading, critical thinking, 

oral language development, 

and writing activities.



Handouts
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Agenda

• Self-reflection

• Introduction

• Reading 

• Critical Thinking

• Oral Language Development

• Writing



Self-Reflection



Introduction

Effective early childhood instruction involves a structured 

focus on reading, critical thinking, oral language development, 

and writing. Within each of these areas are components of a 

balanced literacy framework, which includes

• being read to by a proficient reader and writer, 

• reading and writing with a proficient reader and writer, 
along with other students, and 

• reading and writing independently.



Reading
Through being read to, reading with others, and having the 

opportunity to read independently, young ELs begin to 

increase their knowledge of the structure of the English 

language and broaden their vocabulary. 

Effective strategies include

• read alouds,

• shared reading, and 

• independent reading.



Reading

Some considerations for meaningful reading instruction 
include

• choosing culturally relevant texts,

• selecting books that young ELs can connect to based on 
their prior experience and knowledge, and

• exposing young ELs to books that offer the opportunity to 
hear new vocabulary, language structures, and context-
embedded experiences.



Reading



Critical Thinking

Some considerations for meaningful opportunities include

• listening for individual responses as young ELs socially 

connect with other children and communicate through 

engaging activities,

• differentiating levels of questioning in order to allow young 

ELs to feel confident in responding, and 

• planning activities that engage all learners at various stages 

of language acquisition to foster higher-level thinking.



Levels of Questioning



Critical Thinking



Oral Language Development

Some considerations for incorporating oral language 

opportunities and activities include

• understanding that the speed of language acquisition is due 

to factors both within the child and in the child’s learning 

environment,

• creating a positive classroom environment to promote 

discovery, and

• valuing the young ELs and the uniqueness of each. 



Classroom Ecological Design Tool



Classroom Connections



Classroom Connections



Classroom Connections



Oral Language Development



Writing
By watching a proficient writer, engaging in the writing 

process with a proficient writer and other students, and having 

opportunities to write on their own, young ELs begin to 

increase their knowledge of the structure of the English 

language and broaden their vocabulary. 

Effective strategies include

• modeled writing,

• shared/interactive writing, and

• independent writing.



Writing

Some considerations for meaningful writing instruction 
include

• choosing topics that are relevant to the young ELs that allow 

them to be involved in the process,

• thinking aloud during the writing process, and

• exposing young ELs to various types of writing that offer the 

opportunity to hear new vocabulary, language structures, 

and context-embedded experiences.



Writing
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For further information, 

contact your local 

Education Service 

Center.


